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A EUROPEAN-INSPIRED
POOLSIDE RETREAT OFFERS
A QUIET PLACE TO ESCAPE

WHEN MELISSA HIXSON

Maokzsa
works with and heer mow-husband, Wakter, moved vo Linke Rock chree
lamdscapors EIRE .
Futh and wesars g, 0 dide'e eake them long eo fend 2 house dhen fele
hi:m just right. Having lived all over che counery {mose recently in
o find tha Dallus), Meltssy was happy and surprised w hnd a2 home m
Elr::":g: Arkansas that reminded her so musch of some of her favoree
fc0a arm eravels shroad. “Chur real eseave agem: showed us one house
Gardan 3 i
Carrr, kg we thoughe we were Insereseed 10, bue we didn't think & was
this yoilow the oewe,” Melissa recalls. “Then be sasd, "There’s amosher |
hibisos. % ¢
can show you, probably my favortie hose in che Helghes!
Tweney minues kaer, we boughe the house”

The home's pool and medoor hving area were whis
sealed the deal for the Hixsons, "I’ poc dhust kind of French
teel, which 1s panly why we were so drawn eo dhis house”
Miclissa says. “And we lowve thas s eocked swory 3 liede bae”

The space’s focal poine, a cozy logeta, has French doors

GATHER TOGETHER leading eo the livime nmm,_kkchu.fl, and measter bedroom,
French doods fram the kitchen open onto the loggia, which making k a perfect escape for coffee 1n the moming, a glass
rrakes it a ratural gathering place whon Melizsa and Walter of wine @5 the sum sees, and everything in bevween. “We
; entartain. “Whan you have 3 party, evaryons wants i be spend every chanoe we get oue here,” Melissa says, *Ii's our
STORY: STEFHANIE MAXWELL NEWTON in the kitchen. It's nice baciuss it feats natural to drift o Bpiirmar b he R
* STYLING: LAUREN CERRATO Lhiore as wall,” Melissa says Anather aspect that makes e R

PHOTOGRAPHY. RETT PEEK .

this space o appeakng during parties is 2 TV hiddan in
tha coiling thal can be lowered by remole cantrol for
partypoars toowatch televised sporting events
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WHEN SARAH AND
RUSSELL BRANTLEY

benzghe thetr Hetghes cosage n 2008, they planned o

be there seven w 10 years. However, as they began w et
w0 know the nelghborhood families and have children

of their own, they became steached, [ was selling real
estae {or the Jane Jones Company ar the cme, so [ was
constanely tn and our of howses all over che netghborhood:
new, old, remodels, bomes wich addinons, and 1 juse kepe
falltng mare i lowe with our currena bouse,” Sarah says.
Rather than moving o 2 new neghborhood, dhey decided
v remiedy thetr need for more space {they were expeceing
thetr second child s the vimed wigh the addion of 3
second swry as well as updates w che ground foor. Along
with archivect Carolyn Lindsey, designers and longrime
famitly friends Christy Snowden Diavis and Elame Green
contribued v che eary sages of planning the renovacon,
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However, ower vime Sarah developed a fondness for
destpn and beman vo put her calenes oo work, seleceing
everything from patnt colors and hghiing to handware
ared secessories for her fmily's new space. She enjoyed
the process so much she founded 5. Smuh Braniley, a
full-service destpn business, where she helps clionts with
rervaelons, addiions, and sevle opdases.

Tesckay, your'll find the Eamily of fove (haby Helen wias
borm m 2017} enpoying che view from dhetr frone posdh,
doingr crafis in the playrsom, or eacing dinmer out
back—with the letlese ones seared insde the playhouse.
[ abaays eell people eha your hose his oo work for
you; just because you see somerhing on Pineerest of tna
magazing doesns mean i's going o work for you. Ik has
e fumcebon,” Sarah says, The renovation—along wich
Sarih’s dese of eatbored, personualized s yle—hus done
pust thae for the Brandeys.

WORK MEETS PLAY

“I wanted a place that wouwsd woek from toddier o teen” Sarah says of the downstairs paayroom (pictured IeFt, which =
visdile from Lhe kitchen thanks o gass pocket doors. =This room functions exactly a5 | had hoped it wousd. 1ts a place
fior the chidren (o play, colos, and craft while | cook dinner nearby or work on the compater in that room.” Sarah notes
that the spacs i already starling bo svolve. The couple’s oldast daughtar, Catherine Riley, started kindargarten last 128
anid has been usang the arca Lo complete homewark.

DINING 1N

During the renovation, 2 wall in the kitchan was remowed, extending the square footage of the room and oresting space fora
daning area The tabie accommodales the famey with 2 mix of Windsor dineng chasss and uphotstered ball-and-claw hostess
saats, which i an unexpected combination of traditioral styles.
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