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T he houses best suited to the
decorations of Christmas lie at
the extremes of the design spec-
trum. Either they emit a warm
and cozy vibe from details such as
paneled walls, intricate tapestries,
and roaring fireplaces, or, like this house in
the Museum District of Houston, they are
minimalistic, providing a blank canvas for

the display of holiday trappings. The simple
symmetrical windows and lofty rooms of this
Mediterranean-style house offer even more
decorating options both inside and out.

Houston interior designer Renea Abbott
created the home as temporary quarters for a
family after their permanent house burned
down seven years ago, coincidentally during the
holidays. “It’s nothing at all like their primary
residence,” says Abbott. “That was much more
formal with mohair upholstery and rich-hued
rugs. This house is all linen and sisal.” The
designer, who launched Shabby Slips in 1991,
has been a groundbreaking force in the Houston
design scene, helping shape the look of casual,
comfortably dressed furniture with fine art that
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